Governmental Services Group

This week in Jefferson City, the Missouri Senate reached a significant procedural milestone
aimed at cooling recent partisan tensions by adopting two major rule changes as part of a deal to
release stalled gubernatorial appointments. First, Senators voted to increase the threshold for
ending a filibuster, raising the number of signatures required to file a "previous question" motion
from 10 to 18. Second, the chamber enacted a one-day cooling-off period for any Senate bills
returning from the House with new amendments, replacing the previous practice of immediate
approval with a mandatory 24-hour wait. These shifts are intended to protect the Senate’s
tradition of extended debate and prevent the majority from easily silencing the minority party.

On the policy front, House lawmakers advanced a plan to address the state’s "gray market"
gambling machines A House committee moved forward with a video lottery bill that would
establish a state-regulated system for these machines. Notably, the legislation includes a two-
year transition period, giving businesses and law enforcement a 24-month window to phase out
and remove the thousands of unregulated machines currently operating across the state.

Outside the capitol, a judicial ruling shifted the landscape for local tax policy. A judge’s decision
has cleared the way for 97 counties to proceed with April elections regarding property tax caps
for seniors. Despite ongoing legal debates over the constitutionality of the state law, the ruling
ensures that voters in most Missouri counties will have the immediate opportunity to decide
whether to freeze property tax assessments for eligible residents.

As the session progresses, these new procedural shifts in the Senate will set the tone for future
debates, ideally for the better, but this remains to be seen. Our team will continue to monitor
developments and provide updates on legislative activity in Jefferson City. Enjoy the Superbowl!



Physician Assistant Licensure Compact
HB 3129, sponsored by Representative Keathley. creates the "Physician Assistant Licensure
Compact".

Physician assistants licensed in states that are participating in the interstate compact can practice
in other participating states without additional requirements.

The bill defines the qualifications and obligations of a licensee who seeks to obtain and exercise
a compact privilege in a remote state, such as having a qualifying license, meeting any
jurisprudence requirement, reporting any adverse action, and complying with the scope of
practice of the remote state.

Participating states have the authority to impose adverse actions against qualifying licenses.
Remote states can take adverse actions against compact privileges within that state's jurisdiction.
States can take necessary legal actions to protect citizens' health and safety. States can issue
subpoenas for hearings and investigations, which must be enforced by courts in other
participating states.

States must treat reported conduct from other states as if it occurred within their own jurisdiction.
States can take adverse actions based on findings from other states, following their own
procedures. States can participate in joint investigations and share materials. Adverse actions
against a qualifying license result in the deactivation of the compact privilege in all remote states
for two years after restrictions are removed. States must notify the compact data system
administrator promptly of any adverse actions.

The bill establishes the "Physician Assistant Compact Commission", composed of one
commissioner from each participating state, to administer and enforce the compact. This bill
specifies how commission meetings can be held and legal actions the commission can take.

This bill had a hearing in the House Professional Registration Committee this week.

In support of the bill was Missouri Academy of PA’s, SSM Healthcare, United WE, and
Missouri Division of Professional Registration.

In opposition to the bill was Act for Missouri and Missouri State Medical Association.

Telehealth

HB 2974, sponsored by Representative Stinnett, specifies that a health care provider who has
received his or her licenses to practice in Missouri via our license reciprocity law can provide
telehealth services.

This bill was voted out of Committee DO PASS.
340B Reporting

SB 1178, sponsored by Senate Fitzwater, and SB 1213, sponsored by Senator Nicola, both
require 340B covered hospitals, as defined in the act, to report to the Department of Health and



Senior Services certain information regarding utilization of the federal 340B Drug Pricing
Program and certain payments and expenditures as outlined in the act.

The Department of Health and Senior Services shall prepare a report aggregating the reported
information and shall provide the report to the General Assembly and publish the report on its
public website.

The act prescribes a civil penalty of $1000 per day for any 340B covered hospital that fails to
provide the information as required under the act.

Both bills had a hearing in the Senate Seniors Families and Health Committee this week.
In support was Community Access National Network and Missouri Biotechnology Association.

In opposition to the bill was the Missouri Hospital Association, Mercy Health Systems, SSM
Health, MO Rural Health Association, MU Healthcare, University Health KC, Katy Trail
Community Health Center, and HCE Network.

Hospital Price Transparency

SB 1267, sponsored by Senator Moon, modifies provisions relating to hospital price transparency
laws. Under this act, a hospital that is not in material compliance with federal hospital price
transparency laws on the date that items or services are purchased from, or provided to a patient
by, the hospital shall not initiate or pursue a collection action against the patient for a debt owed
for the items or services. The patient may file suit against the hospital for a prohibited collection
and the hospital, if found to be materially out of compliance with federal price transparency

laws, shall refund any amount of debt the payor has paid, pay a penalty to the patient in an
amount equal to the debt, dismiss or cause to be dismissed any court action with prejudice and
pay the patient's attorney fees and costs, and remove or cause to be removed any report made to a
consumer reporting agency relating to the debt.

This bill had a hearing in the Senate Seniors Families and Health Committee this week.
In support of the bill was Missouri Insurance Coalition and America’s Health Insurance Plans.

In opposition to the bill was the Missouri Hospital Association, University Health, University
Missouri Healthcare, SSM Health, and Mercy Healthcare.

Tobacco 21

SB 1064, sponsored by Senator Brown, modifies provisions relating to tobacco product
regulations. Under this act, the state's laws shall preempt any local laws, ordinances, orders,
rules, or regulations enacted by a county, municipality, or other political subdivision of the state
regulating the sale of tobacco products, alternative nicotine products, or vapor products.
Additionally, nothing in this act shall be construed to prohibit counties, municipalities, and other
political subdivisions from enforcing ordinances and regulations that prevent the sale of tobacco
products, alternative nicotine products, or vapor products to persons under the age of 21.



Finally, the provisions of this act shall not be construed to preempt any local laws, ordinances,
orders, rules, or regulations relating to tobacco products, alternative nicotine products, or vapor
products enacted by a county, municipality, or other political subdivision in effect as of January
1, 2026.

This bill had a hearing in the Senate General Laws Committee this week.

In support of the bill was Missouri Vape and Alternative Products Association, Missouri
Petroleum and Convenience Association, Missouri Grocers Association, Associated Industries of
MO Warebrands, Warrenton Oil, Casey’s General Stores, Maverick Convenience Stores, and
Missouri Retailers Association.

In opposition to the bill was American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network, Missouri State
Medical Association, and Missouri Public Health Association.

Public Health Services

Hb 1783, sponsored by Representative Voss, authorizes the Department of Health and Senior
Services to contract with a designated Missouri affiliate of a national public health association or
institute, or a similar or successor entity, in order to assist in carrying out its duties to promote
the health and well-being of Missouri residents. Such contracts can include efforts to assist in the
delivery of health services throughout the State and the administration of grant funds and related
programs. The Department and the designated affiliate must provide a report to the General
Assembly, as specified in the bill.

This bill was voted out of the House Health and Mental Health Policy Committee this week DO
PASS.

Healthcare

HB 2372, sponsored by Representative Peters, modifies several provisions relating to healthcare.
The bill contains language modifying the following provisions: 340B drugs, hospital workplace
violence signage, insurance coverage of anesthesia Services, doula services, telehealth services,
dental services for prisons alternatives to opioids drugs, community paramedic services, Hospital
investments and service areas, sale limits on over-the-counter drugs, and administration of
certain vaccines. Link to bill summary:
https://documents.house.mo.gov/billtracking/bills261/sumpdf/HB23721.pdf

During executive session, the committee adopted an amendment that added language from
Representative Stinnett’s 2974, which specifies that a health care provider who has received his
or her licenses to practice in Missouri via our license reciprocity law can provide telehealth
services.

HB 2372 was voted out of the House Health and Mental Health Policy Committee DO PASS.

Death Certificates

HB 1812, sponsored by Representative Nolte, requires the department of health and senior
services to notify the secretary of state of all death certificates and the secretary of state to notify
the relevant local election authority.


https://documents.house.mo.gov/billtracking/bills261/sumpdf/HB2372I.pdf

This bill was voted out of the House Elections Committee DO PASS.



